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called " the father of the people and of the aristocracy,"
had hated saying no to any one, and as a result the small
court was overburdened with ancient courtiers and heavy
debts. Francis surprised his former tutors by showing
unexpected firmness, especially when it came to reorganis-
ing the finances of his Duchy. Like many men of
mediocre talents, he was an able business man, he
enjoyed adding up accounts and saving money. This
was the first time that Francis displayed the talents
which later caused Frederick the Great ironically to
remark that " he was the mere banker of Maria Theresa's
Court/' He was economical—he was after all a French-
man—and for so young a man, he was a very able
financial administrator of his little country.
In 1730 he went to Versailles to pay his respects to
Louis XV., his liege lord and second cousin. This was
only the first stage in the grand tour of Europe he had
arranged for himself. While he was away from home
his mother, Duchess Elisabeth Charlotte, a daughter of
Philip of Orleans, acted as his regent in Luneville.
By implication, if not openly, Emperor Charles now
acknowledged Francis as the future husband of his
daughter. , Maria Theresa must undoubtedly have been
nagging her father daily. For General Neipperg, who
met Francis in Luxembourg, accompanied him wherever
he went. Besides, in London and The Hague, Francis
stayed with the Austrian Ambassadors and he was
presented by them to the sovereigns of these two
countries.
Francis was in England from October to December
1731. Charles was particularly anxious about this
visit, for, chiefly due to the efforts of Philip Stanhope,
who was then the British Ambassador in The Hague,
the support of Holland and England had been won for

